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I 



GENTLEMEN, 



HAD written that part of my addrefs to you, whicK 
you have had the goodnefs to publilh in your two laft 
papers, before the fenfe of the legiflature was known 
on the great fubjcSt of a Legiflative Union. It was 
part of my original plan, after proving that fiich a mea- 
sure would have been a furrcnder of our conftitution, 
and that therefore the legiflature was incompetent to 
ena<St it, to exhort my countrymen to put forth all the 
{Irength with which the conftitution vefts them, to pre- 
vent that meafure. I defigned to .prefs on them the 
memorable advice of the conftitutionai Locke, " That 
it might bo too /ate to ere<51:for themfcives a new legif- 
lature, when by opprefTion, afiificefor being delivered 
over- to a fyreignpozver, their old one war gene, and that 
therefore they have not on\y z right to get out of the 
difficuity into which fuch a moafuro would bring them, 
but to prevent it." Locke on Gov. ch. 19. But I con- 
gratulate-my country, that it is now become unnecelTa- 
ry to refort to fuch topics. The fpirit of the metropo- 
lis, the energetic oppofition which the country at large 
began to make to the degrading meafure, the virtue and- 
goodfenfe of the Irifti commons, and, will you permit 
me to add, the zealous and able exertions which you, 
gentlemen, have made, in roufing the latent energies, 
and guiding the intelleft of the people of Irfeland, at 
that important moment — all have combined to repel' 
the infolent andinfidious attack upon our liberties, , and 
under God's blefling, have covered the headof our ene- ■ 
my with confufion anddifhonour \ Ireland is yet free'.' 
and that Constitution,, which was deftined for im- 
molation at the altar of BRITISH power, has come 
forth fromthe conteft not only vi£torious, but vefted with' 
new {Irength, which, I truft, enfitrts its immortality \ 
I flxould now, therefore, throw by my pen and enjoy in 
humble filence, with my ■ countrymen, the proud and 
fi<'nal victory which has crowned their efforts, but that 
fome arguments for the competency of the legiflature 
to ena£t this meafure have been urged in' the^ conteft, 
which r think it becomes me, who have -denied that 
competency, to anfwer. Thofe arguments are but few, 
and I am glad it will not be neceflary for me, in advert- 
ing to them, to try yoi»r patience, as I have, already 



done. They may be anfwered in a word: The firft 
of thefe arguments is, " That the Scotch Union is a 
practical proof that the legiflature have a power, or 
right, to enaft fuch a meafure," I anfwer, the Scotch 
Union only proves that which I have not denied," " that 
a legiflature with the exprefs confent of the people, are 
competent to thatchange in the conltitution." The 
parliament which voted the Scotch Union were eleCled 
bythe people at a-time when it was known that a le- 
giflative union was to befubmitted'to their confiderati- 
on. It is therefore^ moft' reafonabl© to flippofe they 
came commiflioncd by their conftftuents to decide on 
that qucftion. But even if that were not- Co,. I would 
yet hafitatc to infer (hat the Irifil Parliament was com- 
petent to fuch a meafure becaufe the Scorch Parliament 
aflTumcd that competence — for it is well known that the 
conftitution of the two bodies was not the fame— and 
befides, this difference in the conftitution of the two 
legiflatureSi it is very far.from certain, that, even in the 
Scotch Parliament, the aflTumption of that power, was 
not an ufurpation. But if I had none of thofe argu- 
ments to meet thisfolitary inftance, I w'ould anfwer it in 
this w-iy, " Thafthe tiRERTY of apeople is not tode- 
pendon a PRECEDENT — that Ihave the principles and 
the fpirit of the conftitution with me, when I fay fuch a 
meafure is afubverfion of the freedom and independence 
of the nation, and that therefore no precedent could 
fanaifyit.V 

Another argument for the competency of the legifla- 
ture, is derived from the power exercifed by parliahient,. 
to limit the fucceflion to the crown.- This', it is faid, 
was an alteration of the conftitution, and if parliament 
can alter the conftitution in one" way,- they are compe- 
tent to do fo in every oJhcr. I have already given aa 
anfwer to arguments of this kind, by diftinguifhing be- 
tween thofe alterations, which go only to regulate the 
exercife of public righls> and thofe which amount to 
a complete fubverfion of them. The o£l6nnial bill, 
and the limitation of the fucceflion, are inftances of the 
former kind — evidently calculated for public good, and 
the fecurity of public freedom ; befides, they are regu- 
lations which it always remains in the power of the le-» 
giflature to repeal if they pleafe. An Union is, I have 
proved, a total- fubverfion' of the independence, free- 
dom, and conftitution, of the country : a meafure, irre- 
vocable in its nature, and which, annihilates forever the 
power of the country to repeal it. It.isj therefore, a 
meafure,. to which, I fay, «o legiflature is competent— 
however adequate may be its power to minor alterations. 
There remains to beconfidered, only that argument 
which isdrav/nfrom the condudt or opinions of a few 
who are called conftitutionai Lawyers. Of thefe, Lord 
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Somers is tlicfial, who, b)' engaging in the negociatioii 
of the Scotch Unioii, is laid to have acknowledged the- 
competency of the Scots parliarnent to enaS it. It is a 
fiifficient anl'wer to giveto thisi that the inference is il- 
logical. Lord Somers was not bound to enquire into the 
competence of the Scots Parliament, before he accepted 
on the part of ^ij tountry afurrender of the conflitution 
o't theirs. It was the fole enquiry of the politician, in 
which character alone he afted in that affair, whether 
the people were inclined to ajfent to theadt of their le- 
giflature, or whether, if they did not allent, they had 
thepower to tmnul it ? 

But " Coke and Blackftone aflert the unqualified 
competence of the legiflature in all cafes." I deny that 
their doQriiTes. are to be underftood in that way; becaufe 
there never yet has been a writer who has aflerted the 
competency of the legiflature to enflave^the nation they 
governed, No hunian underftanding would affent to fuch a 
propofition.lt is evident, therefore, there mull be at lead 
this limitation to the fupreme power of the legiflature and 
if thedoSlrinesYof thefe writers be underfl:ood with this 
limitation, I fay they do not aflTert the power of the le- 
giflature to ena6t, without the exprefs confcnt of the 
people, an Union, fuch as Ireland muft <have, if (lie 
lias any, with Great Britain, becaufe that Union would 
be a virtual furrenderof the liberties and conflitution of 
the country, Butvvhat arethe wprds of Blackftone, on 
which fo much ftrefs is laid ? Do they admit the con- 
ftrii£bion .which is given them ?• " Parliament," fays 
he, " can change, an(i;create afrefli, even the confti- , 
tution of the kingdom, and of parliaments, fhemfelves, 
at nuas done by the afl: of Union, and the feveral fta^- 
tutesfor triennial and feptennial eleQions." Now what 
do thefe vvords import ?'- They aflert the power to 
change, and create afrefh, that is, to remvate — but do 
they aflert a power to deftroy the conflitution, and 
transfer the people to fla very, or the fubjc6tion of a fo- 
reign power? Do the people of England underftand 
tTiefe words fo, or if they did,'would they aflent to the 
do£lrine? No, certainly. But on what facts did Black- 
ftone found this doftrine? He tells us in the very fame 
fentence, from the afit of Union, and the ftatutes of 
triennial and feptennial eleftions ; the doflrine therefore, 
is to be underftood as co-exten(ive with thefe in~ 
flrances only:. — " The parliament can change, and 
create afrefli, the conftitution, &c. as way done by the 
Union and feptennial a£ls." Now, of what parliament 
is Blackftone fpeafcing ? The Englifli parliament. He 
therefore, fays-^the Englifli parliament has a right to 
change the conftitution &% the Englijb pailiament did by 
the a£l: of Union — not annihilate the conftitution and 
independence of thiscountry as the Scotch parliament 
did by their a£l of L^nion. Blackftone was not confi- 
dering the competency of the Scotch parliament to fur- 
render, but of the Englifli parliament to accept the fur- 
render of the liberties and independence of Scotland. 
What he woiiH have faid of the competeiicy of the 
Englifli parliament to furrender the liberties of Englifli- 
men by a legiflative Uuion with the Jacobins of France, 
I believe every conftitutional Englifli and Irifliman can 
eafily conceive. Thus, I think, a full anfwer has been 



given to tlie only arguments by which the competency 

of the Irifli legiflature to ena£l an Union has been fup- 

ported. 

But is this a fpeculative queftion which the weight of 
argument is to decide ? Alas! no. It is, and muft al- 
ways be, a praftical queftion between the virtue of the 
people and their reprefentativcs, and the influence of 
the Britifli minifter.; and much I feir, it is a queftion, 
that between thefe parties will be again agitated. For- 
tunately for us, the utmoft exertion of that influence has 
been, for the prefent, foun<l unable to bear down ths 
good fenfe and energetic honefty of the Irifli people;, 
but who knows when -they fliall be again put to the 
trial? The enemy of Irifli independence has boldly 
avowed, that he will never lose sight of his dar- 
ling project: — the project of engrafting our liappineft 
upon our flavery, and ftrengthening the Britifli empire 
by the abolition of Iriih Liberty. It is therefore, be- 
come neceflary, that .rny\ countrymep fliould conti- 
nue alert and vigilant— and I will venture to tell you, 

- Iriflimen, that if you do not wa^c,? yourconftitution, 
it is gone I Keep your lamps trimmed and your loins 
girded — elfe, at fuch an hour as you think not, like a 
thief in the night, your enemy will come upon you ! 
The ftorm which fliook your peace, and was near up- 
rooting your independence has, for the prefent, paflTed 
over you, but the horizon is yet black with clouds that 
threaten another tempeft ! Prepare againft it. Recol- 
Ic£t what it war. that induced your danger and to what 

, you owe your deliverance. Your danger was created" by 
yoiir difcord— -your civil diflentions— your religious ani- 
mofities. For yourfafety you are indebted to, a hearty 
concurrence of all parties in r-efifting by constitu- 
tional means this aflault on your freedom. Had you 
continued divided, your enemy bad triumphed. Had 
you reforted to violence or tumult, you were now no 
longer free Irishmen, but British i'rovincials. 
Remember this, then, and while yoii learn to know 
and love the conftitution endeavour to cultivate an una- 
nimity to defend it. — Above all, guard againft this 
FATAL MEASURE ! Let no fophiftry, let no hope in- 
duce you to fupport it: It is that deadly fruit 
which the. interdict of heaven forbids you to touch— 

If YOU TASTE YOU -die 1 

And now, gentlemen, permit me on the part of my 
-country, as well as my own, to thank to u for the honeft 
zeal and promptitude with which you have ftepped for- 
ward at an anxious moment to oppofe the comrtion ene- 
my. Should you now retire from the field after having 
fo nobly contributed to fecurc the vi6lory, I can only 
wifti that the laurels you have gathered may long flourifli 
on your brow, — that ftiould our?country at feme rcmcte 
period be again called on to defend its liberties againft 
the hoftile aflaultsof an infolent, a vain, i^nd a profli- 
gate minifter, you may be yet vigorous, as now, to re- 
pel the attack; or that you jnay have left behind you 
a pofterity equally enlightened and virtuous, to copy the 
example you have fet them, and to aflift in defending 
that conftitution which you ihall have tranfniitted to 
them unfullied and entire ! 
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*» TO THE 



EDITORS OF THE ANTI-UNION. 



Latet anguis in herbS. 

J. HE hiftorian, Tacitus, has been tliouglit by mnny- 
too fubtile and refined in tracing the fources of human 
action, and in the developement of charaQer. But it 
requires talent to judge of talent; and, the acute fit- 
gacityi and profound . fenfe of the phildfophic hifto- 
rian, are far bfeyond the ken of the generality of 
readers. In our judgment of mankind we may, it 
is true, err from a fallidious rejeftion of obvious 
appearances, and an affected purfuit of recondite and 
remote caufes. Troth is not always at the bottom 
of the well. In general, however, men, particularly 
thofe who a6k on the theatre of public life, are fo. dif- 
ferent, in fa£t, from what they fcem to be, that whoever 
would judge foundly mud examine, with the moft fcru- 
pulous fufpicion, every appearance, or nine times out 
of ten, he will miftake the femblance for the reality. 
In no inftance, that I have ever met with, is the, juft- 
nefs of this obfervation more ftrikingly ilhiftrated, than 
i.n the character of one, who has long aflcd a mofl: 
diftinguiftied part, even in an age pregnant with mighty 
events. .Even in an eventful sera, the charaOier of Mr; 
Pitt is intereiVmg ; indeed, if confidered in v/hat appears 
to me the only juft point of view, the moll truly inte- 
refting charaQer that ever was exhibited in liic political 
world. Various hypothelis have been framed to ex- 
plain this extraordinary phenomenon •, moft of them 
contradictory, and in my mind, ail of them falfe. That 
he is 'a hypocrite feems generally agreed: this, how- 
ever, is but half of the definition, and the moft unim- 
portant half. To afcertain the particular kind of hypo- 
crite — to mark thofe appropriate qualities which indivi- 
dualize and infulate the man, /zar opitt, hie labor, tji 
here it is, that this wonderful Proteus has eluded the 
grafp of all who have hitherto endeavoured to bind and 
expofe him. With one epithet in particular he is com- 
monly branded — that of apoftatc — arid the charge of 
hiconfiftency is loudly and confidently repeated from 
one declaimer to another. Now, fo far from deferving 
the reproach of apoflacy and Inconfiftency, he has 
been, I will venture to affirm, the moft faithful .and 
coniiftent charafter that ever direSed the affiiirs of a 
ftate. The end which he has had in. viev/ has been uni- 
formly one and the fame, and it is from having changed 
his means, v/ith the moft confu inmate dexterity and 
profound diflimulation, that he has deceived the world 
into a belief that he has relinquiftied thofe; principles 
which chara£lcriz.ed his early lift. But to pnrfu© this 
wonderful man through the v.-ho!e of his political ca- 
reer would not fuit with the nature of a periodical pa- 
per: there is not, however, a fingle part of h.is condud: 
which cannot be eafily and fatisfa£torily explained on 



the hypothefis, that with all his affeSation of Ibvefot' 
old eftablifhments, he is at bottom the moft determinea 
friend to revolution — whereas every other that has 
hitherto been publiftied, reprefents him as the ftrangeft 
and moft inconfiftent compound of talent and folly, of 
wifdomin.the end, and inadaptation ot the means, that 
can well be imagined. For inftance, it is generally fup- 
pofed that Mr. Pitt is the great fupportef of the Britilh 
conftitution, and the integrity of the Britifli empire— 
and that in conformity to this charafter he has now at- 
tempted the legiflative incorporation of Great Britain 
and Ireland, as a happy countera6lion to republican 
principles, and ideas of feparation, in both countries' 
It is true, many of his warmeft admirers, while they 
give him full credit for the purity of his views, and the 
rectitude of his end, entertain confiderable .doubts of 
the propriety of the means. But this is dping great 
injuftice to the judgment of this confummate politician : 
Mr. Pitt is no fupporter of the Britifli conftitution — no 
friend to the integrity of the empire: — theBritifti con- 
ftitution he endeavours to deftroy, by depriving it of 
thatftrength which it muftever derive from the liberty 
of Ireland ; and the empire he has determined to dif- 
member by the very aft of apparent confolidation. 
The Union of Britifh and Irifli legiflatures is Sl chef 
d'auvre of policy, planned for the fole purpofc of ef- 
feSuating an eternal feparation of the countries. Hence 
it is that Mr. Pitt has hitherto perfecuted feparation 
principles with fuch unrelenting rigor, in ordercom- 
pletcly to deceive the crown and the ariftocracy into 
a pcrfuafion that he is their faft fricnd> while he is aim- 
ing a mortal blow at their very exiftence. Had he fuf- 
fered the fcparatifts' to proceed in their own way, the 
people of Ireland muft, from a variety of obvious 
caufes, have been, divided on the great queftion of Britilh 
connejtion ; — and the ftrength of the friends of that 
connexion muft have made thefuccefs of the feparation 
extremely doubtful. Therefore, with admirable addrefs, 
he refolved to fap the fortrefs, which it might be hazar- 
dous to ftorm; — and is now proceeding to difunite and 
wer.ken the advocates of Britifti connexion, by exciting 
in their minds fufpicions and apprehenfions of the de- 
figns of F.ngland on Irifli trade, Irjfli property, and Irifli 
liberty. Were not this his objeQ, can it be conceived 
for a inoni'ent that the minifter would, at fuch a feafon, 
inteir.poratelyprefs a Union in dire61: oppbfition to the 
loud and almoft univerfal outcry of all the ftaunch fup- 
porters of monarchy. and Britifli connexion-? It is ut» 
tcrly impoffible to account for fuch conduQ: but on the 
fuppofition which I have fuggefted. This arch hypo- 
crite — this, wily republican — this fubtile jacobine — 'this 
ambitious anarchift, finds that war and taxes have not 
as rapidly, as he .viflied and.expe£l:ed, accompliflied the 
great work of dethroning liis royal mafter ; and therefore^ 
in the impatience of his revolutionary zeal, he has now 
ftruck at the very foundation of'the edifice of Britifli 
conftitution, and Britifti power. By effecting the fepa- 
ration of Britain and Ireland, he expeCls, and with rca- 
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fon expt^lsj to (ce two repubfics rifeout of the ruins of 
one monarchy. Let kings and nobles look to him. 

DETECTOR. 



Tunc quoque materiam riflis mvenit. 



Mc 



Joy. Sat. lo^ 



Lore great and unheard-of advantages of the in- 
tended Union, mod prepofteroufly believed by ninety- 
nine in an hundred to be ruinous to this kingdom, but 
which fortunately^ notwithftanding, is foon" to take 
place. 

IN TRADE AND MANXI F ACT URES.- 

E'xport (generally fpeaking) being moft advantageous 
to a kingdom, we fliall be aftonifliing gainers in this ref- 
pe£l:, by the meafure ; becaufe our export of all kinds 
of raw materials,' will encreafo beyond example. This,, 
befides being fo beneficial in itfelf, will be mod lucra- 
tive in faving the labour of working them up at home ;. 
the coft of ereCbing machinery, &c. &c. and doubtlefs 
Great Britain will be magnanimous enough to give eve- 
ry poffibie encouragement to our enjoyment of this great 
branch of commerce. 

We fhall have the advantage of all the induftry of 
England, and be completely fupplied with every article 

of manufacture, without any further trouhlo to nnr- 

felves, except merely— rfinding money to pay for them. 
Thus we fliall moft profitably divide the advantages be- 
tween the two countries. We finding the material, 
and England the workmanfhip; the balance, therefore, 
being manifeflly in our favor, thro' the great generofity 
of our fifter, 

rW MORALITY. 

Drunkenncfs being one of the great fources of profli- 
gacy, will be happily entirely dried up in this country 
for ever. Firflr, becaufe it being a vice of focicty, it 
muft decreafe in proportion as population diminiflies,. 
which will then be very rapid in Ireland. Nest becaufe 
the people will have no means- to lavifli in fuch perni-- 
eious indulgences. And laftly, being conftantly under 
t^ie eyes of the Englifli foldiers, (thofe great prefervers, 
©f purity) they would not dare to oifend againft the will 
and plealure of fuch paftors. 

As all nonfenfical hopes of ever being bettered in cir- 
curaftances, will be effeQually removed from- the peo- 
ple, it will takeaway, at the fame time, that defirc of 
looking forward, which is fo apt to create a- .neglefi of 
the prefent. Befide, it will no' doubt ftrongly implant 
thedefireof peace and acquiefcence, by convincing the 
people they can't be worfe off than they will then be.. 



IN EXPENGES-, &C. &C. 

The faxes wc fliall then have to pay, tho' to be fure- 
they may feem to be enormous,^ will, in reality, be no- 
burthen at all. For as lands and houfes will then great- 
ly, fall in their value, their rents will fink in an equal- 
degree ; fo that the payments will only juft be called 
taxes then, inftead of rents as they are now. This 
will be befidea- veryjufl punifliment inflifbed upon the 
landlords of alldefcriptions,. for their villainy in taking 
up arms lately as yeomen ; and a great advantage to the 
kingdom,, by throwing its cafli into the Englifli treafu- 
py,. to pay foldiers,. &c. to keep this country in order, 
inftead of giving it to individuals, to be circulated all 
thro' the land, in the purchafe of a thoufand fooleries. 

To equ.alize the property of a country among its 
people, all political writers allow to be a grand defide- 
ratum. Now, altho' this to be fure will not be exadly 
the cafe here, yet as all the rich folks will then certainly 
Ifveout of the kingdom, all the refidents will be equally 
poor,: and that will be juft as good. Befide, the Union 
will be extremely beneficial too,, in encreafing wotider- 
fully, that ufefuljbut much-traduced raca of people, called 
middle men— who have been moft injudicioufly almoft 
exterminated, within the laft eighteen years, in Ireland. 

Tho' you ufcd me unkindly, in publifliing a part of 
my Ihft, which I begged of you not to do, and altho' I 
know my thoughts will be flolen, and inferted in the 
pamphlet faid to bo written by one Cook, if another 
edition of it fljoiifd be printed ; yet, as I believe we 
both devifc the fame thing — the good of the people, 
I mean you, Mr. Anti-Union, andmyfeif, for as to this 
anonymous Cook, I have feme doubts about what his in- 
tentions or wiflies are-— I here write again to you. How- 
ever, be more delicate I pray, in-future, in your con- 
du£t towards your fellow-labourer, and &c. &c. 

F.. A. PATRIOT. 



L 



SIR, 



Dublin, Jam 1 6, 1799 



L HAVE the pleafure to inform you> that when the 
Legiflative Union takes place, there is to be a Bounty 
on the Export of TURF to England, to enable us to 
underfell the Whitehaveu Colliers in the important art i- 
clc of fuel ; this meafure, will enhance the value of 
Irifti Bogs, improve the interior of the country, and 
promote the Canal,, alias Channel, Trade., 
lam. Sir, 

Your humble Servant, 
ROGER GOWER, Clk. of the ISofiers. 

To Mr. Darby Molloy, 
Bog of Allan, 
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